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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 
The amendment filed on April 15, 2004 has been entered. Claims 30 and 35-39 have 
been amended and are presented for further examination. 
Claims 30-39 are presented. 



Applicant's arguments filed April 15, 2004 has been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the reference shown by Tonelli (US 6,229,540) does not disclose or 
suggest the claimed features involving setting location information of a device included in search 
results whose location information is not registered, and registering the set location information 
to the device whose location information is not registered as in claims 30, 36, and 38. Applicant 
specifically argues that Tonelli "merely performs a query for devices on the network, displays 
discovered devices on a layout and adds information to the a database, and permits user to enter 
information of the device into the database." (see page 13 of Reply). Examiner agrees with this 
very broad characterization of the reference, however disagrees with the conclusion reached 
about Tonelli. In reply to Applicants remarks concerning claims 30, 36, and 38, it is pointed out 
that the step for permitting a user to enter information (e.g. location information, col. 21 lines 1- 
3) about a device into the corresponding device's tree list (col. 21 lines 26-30) clearly suggests a 
registration process to a device found in a query. Device tree lists are part of design sheet and 
therefore devices are registered into a design sheet through the device's tree list (see fig. 51). 
Tonelli further points out a validation process in order to validate the registering of a device 
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attribute (e.g. location) (col. 21 lines 48-50). The validation process can register location 
information, assigned by a network manager, to the device into the design sheet, for devices 
whose location information was not previously registered. 

Applicant presents similar arguments in regards to claims 35, 37, and 39. In reply, 
Tonelli shows a "drag-and-drop" technology in relation to the network design environment for 
dragging device icons representing device objects on to the network design sheet in order to map 
and register location and connection information (see fig. 54, col. 21 line 62- col. 22 line 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 30-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tonelli et al 
(US 6,229,540). 
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In referring to claim 30, 36, and 38, Tonelli discloses a system for querying a network for 
devices and editing device information (e.g. location information), which is then validated (see 
Abstract). Tonelli shows: 

o A transmission unit (query engine 502) arranged to transmit device attribute information 
input by a user to search for a desired device (col. 19 lines 1 1-col. 20 line 11). 

o A reception unit arranged to receive, as search results, device information of devices 

satisfying the device attribute information transmitted by said transmission unit (fig. 51, col. 
20 lines 54-57). 

o A display unit arranged to identifiable display whether or not location information of the 

devices included in the search results received by the reception unit is registered (fig. 52, 

576: "location", col. 20 lines 57-63, col. 21 lines 22-26). 
o A setting unit (edit function) arranged to set at least location information of devices whose 

location information is not registered among devices included in the search results (col. 21 

lines 1-3 and 12-30). 

o A registration unit arranged to register the location information set by said setting unit to the 
devices whose location information is not registered (col. 21 lines 30-50, Note that empty 
fields relating to device attributes like location are assigned then verified by validation 
process). 

In referring to claim 31, Tonelli shows storage unit (database) arranged to store a map 
(templates) designated an area of a device to be located, wherein the display unit displays a 
location of the device include in the search results using the map information to be stored in the 
storage area (fig. 2, col. 6 lines 53-62). 
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In referring to claim 32, Tonelli shows the search results received include map 
designating area in which devices are included in the search results, and display unit displays a 
location of the device included in the search results using map information to be stored in 
database as design sheet (fig. 11, col. 8 lines 20-39). 

In referring to claim 33, Tonelli shows registered devices on a map and unregistered 
devices outside the map (fig. 56, col. 22 lines 20-29). 

In referring to claim 34, Tonelli shows the setting unit sets location of unregistered 
device in response to the device icon being outside the map (tree-list) to a location on the map 
(edit, drag and drop device icon, col. 21 lines 42-50). 

In referring to claim 35, 37, and 39, which is similar to claim 30 above, Tonelli shows: 
o A transmission unit (query engine 502) arranged to transmit device attribute information 

input by a user to search for a desired device (col. 19 lines 1 1-col. 20 line 11). 
o A reception unit arranged to receive, as search results, device information of devices 

satisfying the device attribute information transmitted by said transmission unit (fig. 51, col. 
20 lines 54-57). 

o A display unit arranged to identifiable display icons respectively corresponding to the 

devices of the device information received at the search results by the reception unit (fig. 51, 
576,578, col. 21 lines 4-11). 

o A setting unit (drag and drop function) arranged to set location information of a device 

corresponding to an icon of the device, from among the displayed icons being designated at a 
location on a map (fig. 46 item 16, fig. 54, col. 21 line 62- col. 22 lines 7). 
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o A registration unit (validation process) arranged to register the location information set by 
said setting unit to the device represented by the icon whose location is designated on the 
map (col. 22 lines 2-7). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anita Choudhary whose telephone number is (703) 305-5268. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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